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CDC Releases First Quarter 2016 Uninsured 
Rates
In September, the CDC released health 
insurance estimates from the first quarter of the 
2016 National Health Interview Survey. According 
to the survey, in the first three months of 2016, 
27.3 million (8.6 percent) persons of all ages were 
uninsured at the time of interview—1.3 million 
fewer persons than in 2015 and 21.3 million fewer 
persons than in 2010. Among adults aged 18–64, 
11.9 percent were uninsured at the time of
 interview, 19.5 percent had public coverage, 
and 70.2 percent had private health insurance 
coverage.

Kaiser Family Foundation Analyzes Insurance 
Exchange Competition
On August 28, the Kaiser Family Foundation 
released an analysis of the potential effect of 
insurance exchange plan exits and entrants on 
competition and consumer choice. The analysis 
estimates that 62 percent of enrollees in 2017 will 
have a choice of three or more plans, 
compared to 85 percent of enrollees in 2016. 
Kaiser estimates that 2.3 million enrollees, or 19 
percent of all enrollees, could have a choice of 
a single insurer in 2017, which is an increase of 2 
million people compared to 2016.

CMS Releases Proposed Insurance 
Exchange Rule
On August 29, CMS released the 2018 proposed 
rules for the insurance exchanges. The rule 
proposes updates beginning in 2017 to better 
reflect the risk associated with enrollees who are 
not enrolled for a full 12 months. Beginning in 
2018, the rule proposes to use prescription drug 
utilization data to improve the predictive ability 
of the risk adjustment models. Also beginning 
in 2018, the rule proposes to establish transfers 
that will help to better spread the risk of high-
cost enrollees, a change that would improve the 
risk-sharing benefits of the program.
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Analysis Released Of MA Plan Audits
On August 29, the Center for Public Integrity 
obtained 37 MA plan audits from CMS. The audits 
show that all but two of the 37 MA plans 
audited for 2007 were overpaid; the total amount 
of overpayments is approximately $12 million. 
Auditors, on average, could confirm just 60 
percent of more than 20,000 medical conditions 
that MA plans were paid to treat; confirmation 
rates were much lower for certain conditions.

ACAP Supports More Health Plan Contact 
through Non-Telemarketing Calls
On August 26, ACAP sent a letter to the FCC 
supporting health plans’ request for clarification 
on using member telephone numbers through 
the Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA). 
The letter supports the use of non-telemarketing 
calls to help members with care management, 
including appointment scheduling and 
medication adherence. 
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